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REMARKS 

The following remarks are made in response to the Non-Final Office Action mailed April 
11, 2007. Claims 1-27 have been cancelled. Claims 44-54 have been allowed. Claims 28-31, 33, 
41, and 55 were rejected. Claims 32, 34-40, 42 and 43 have been objected to. With this 
Response, claims 28, 32, 34-40, 42, 43 and 55 have been amended. Claims 29-55 remain 
pending in the application and are presented for reconsideration and allowance. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Examiner noted that claims 32, 34-40, 42 and 43 would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. These 
claims have been rewritten with the subject matter of claim 32 being incorporated into 
independent claim 28, such that amended claim 28 is intended to represent claim 32 in 
independent form. The remaining aforementioned claims rewritten as independent claims, 
respectively. 

Claims 44-54 are considered allowable over the prior art cited on interest. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 28-31, 33, 41 and 55 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over Turtle et al. As noted above, claim 28 has been amended to incorporate the 
subject matter of claim 32, which was indicated as being an allowable claim. Claim 28 and the 
claims dependent thereon are therefore believed to be in condition for allowance, and analysis of 
the merits of the rejections of claim 28 and the claims dependent thereon is unnecessary. 

Without going into the merits of the rejection of claim 55, in an effort to move the 
application to allowance similar subject matter has been added to claim 55. Accordingly, claim 
55 is believed to be in condition for allowance as well. 
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In view of the above, Applicant respectfully submits that pending claims 28-55 are in 
form for allowance and are not taught or suggested by the cited references. Therefore, 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections and allowance of claims 28-31, 33, 41 and 55 
are respectfully requested. 

No fees are required under 37 C.F.R. 1.16(b)(c). However, if such fees are required, the 
Patent Office is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 50-0471. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the Applicant's representative at the below-listed 
telephone numbers to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

Any inquiry regarding this Amendment and Response should be directed to Mark L. 
Gleason at Telephone No. (612) 767-2503, Facsimile No. (612) 573-2005. In addition, all 
correspondence should continue to be directed to the following address: 

Dicke, Billig & Czaja 

Fifth Street Towers, Suite 2250 
100 South Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 
Jochen Thomas et al., 
By their attorneys, 



DICKE, BILLIG & CZAJA, PLLC 
Fifth Street Towers, Suite 2250 
100 South Fifth Street 



Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone: (612) 767-2503 
Facsimile: (612) 573-2005 



Date: 

MLGxjs 



06/22/2007 



/Mark L. Gleason/ 
Mark L. Gleason 
Reg. No. 39,998 
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